
Small Chance Rescue

P.O. Box 10033, Austin, TX 78766
info@smallchancerescue.com

(512) 797-2076      

www.smallchancerescue.com

I have read and understand each of the requirements for being a foster parent in the Small Chance Rescue program. I have been given an official foster packet to keep.

Name: _____________________________________________________
Date: _________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Numbers: 

Home: ______________________________

Work: _______________________________

Cell: ________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________

Emergency Contact: ________________________________________________________

Signature: _________________________________
Date: ____________
Small Chance Rescue member: 

Name: _________________________Signature: ___________________________Date: ____________  

*SCR Member, rip off only this first page to take with you. The rest of the official foster packet is to stay with the new foster.                                                                       

Small Chance Rescue

P.O. Box 10033, Austin, TX 78766

info@smallchancerescue.com

(512) 797-2076      

www.smallchancerescue.com

* * * FOSTER PACKET * * *

We want the foster experience to be rewarding and enjoyable for both you and the little dogs whose lives you save.  To assist in that, we want to be sure that our expectations and requirements for the foster parents of Small Chance Rescue animals are clear.
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Since the goal of our rescue program is to find loving, forever homes for our dogs, each foster parent is expected to make every effort to have their foster dogs at each Meet and Greet Event.  If a foster parent cannot bring a dog to the event, Small Chance Rescue can make efforts to arrange transport to and from the adoption event. *These dates are always listed on our website but we will try to send out notices in advance to the Yahoo Group so you can have time to tell us you need help with transport.
All dogs are adopted through the Small Chance Rescue adoption process.  
If a foster parent knows someone they think would make a good home for a dog, 
they need to refer that person to the program, have them fill out an application and follow standard adoption procedures.

We value your commitment and care for these dogs.  We appreciate feedback regarding what type of home would be best for the dogs you are fostering and we will try to get a good idea up front of what type of household the dog will do well in and make that information available to the public on the website.  If you feel comfortable, we would be happy for you to talk either one-on-one or over the phone with a potential adopter once their initial screening has been done (such as interview and vet reference check).  However, all adoption placements are ultimately the responsibility of the Small Chance Rescue group.

Small Chance Rescue provides medical care for all dogs in our program.  Each dog will have the following medical care prior to placement: spay/neuter, rabies, DHLPP, and bordatella vaccinations, heartworm preventative (or heartworm treatment if positive), microchip.  All surgeries that are reasonable to fix ailments are completed by the group prior to placement (broken bones, tumor removals, eye repairs, etc.).  Other long-term illnesses such as kidney disease and diabetes will be managed and under control prior to placement.  If any dog needs medical attention, the foster parent should notify their foster contact, and we will make arrangements for the dog to be seen by one of our veterinarians.  To facilitate record keeping and keep our expenses manageable, fosters must use our rescue-friendly veterinarians.  However, if there is a medical emergency, the foster parent is to take care of the dog using whatever veterinarian possible.  Emergency member numbers and local Animal Emergency Hospital numbers are listed below.  Vet appointments can be either specific appointment times that the foster parent can talk to the vet or if the vet office has a hard time fitting us in at the last minute, the foster dog will be dropped off and then picked up later in the day when the vet office calls us.  The Coordinators will let you know which type of appointment it is and work with your schedule to make the vet appointment as convenient as possible. 
If for some reason a foster parent cannot keep a dog, the foster parent is to notify their foster contact so that the dog can be placed in another home.  Any dog in the program is only allowed to be in a Small Chance Rescue approved foster home or boarding facility. Please give the group advance notice so we can work quickly to find a new foster home for the dog and have patience with us while we do our best.  If you need to go out of town, the foster dog should only stay with another approved foster.  You can post this request to the Yahoo Group for a volunteer to watch your foster dog. 
If a foster parent is interested in adopting their foster dog, they must let us know as soon as possible. Fostering does not guarantee adoption approval, but we will do our best to make all involved happy. If there is already an interested applicant, this is where we have hard decisions to make.. Volunteers are arranging for placement of these dogs.  If you are seriously considering adoption, a foster may (with permission) keep a dog for 2 weeks while deciding if they have the right dog for them.  In such a case, the dog would not come to one Meet & Greet and would be listed as “pending” on the website.  Please remember that it is VERY easy to fall in love with your foster dog, especially the very first one. We ALL have had our “crushes” on foster dogs. The key to fostering is remembering that we want to find the best home for the dog and keep his/her best interest in mind.  Should the group agree with the foster adopting the dog, then the foster home will pay the adoption fee, complete the Adoption Contract, and assume ownership of the dog.
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Until, and unless, an Adoption Contract has been signed and the adoption fee paid, the dog is the property and responsibility of Small Chance Rescue.
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Your Pets and Your Rescued Dog
SCR Coordinators will discuss with you the best methods for introducing the new dog into your household. Though many dogs and cats, especially those used to their owners' rescue work, welcome the rescued dog, keep in mind that there may be a period of adjustment for the first few days up to 2 - 3 weeks depending on the rescued dog’s history and personality. During this time, the rescued dog may appear shy or submissive. He/she may be particularly wary in a new situation. Your foster may also have been hit, dragged by the collar, or kicked, which you'll know immediately from his behavior around you and your family. Take it slow and easy; let the dog learn to regain trust; give him hugs and kisses as he can tolerate them; he may be surprised at first, but will eventually relish the attention and return it. As he becomes more confident, he may change his behavior towards resident pets, beginning to play and explore the pecking order. Always feed your pets and your rescued dog separately; consider feeding your foster in a crate if you notice any food aggression between dogs. Be careful when dispensing treats or other high-value items like rawhides or favorite toys. Sometimes what is thought to be food aggression is actually just a territorial imperative that will take care of itself as the pecking order is established and the dogs relax. Keeping this in mind, always supervise the interactions of your rescued dog with other pets. When leaving the rescued dog home alone (even if you have other pets at home), the use of a crate or gate is recommended at least the first few days up to two weeks; for dogs going through Heartworm treatment, the crate is absolutely necessary to keep the dog quiet. Confining your rescued dog protects him, your pets, and your property from possible injury or damage. 

"Don't you get attached to the dog?" -- Yes, usually, and that is what we want for both you and the dog. It's fun to get to know new dogs, and for your foster dog and resident dog(s) to make new friends, too. Often, your resident dog will be revitalized in the presence of the rescued dog, and you will witness amazing developments in both dogs. It's educational to see how different dogs react to training, how they play with and teach one another. It's also educational to see when any territorial problems develop and learn to deal with those, usually allowing the dogs to work things out within reason, calling for crate time when the problem needs to be dealt with. You will fall in love with your foster dog, which is necessary to his or her rehabilitation and also leads us to the next question.


"How can you give him up?" -- This is probably the number one reason why a lot of caring people do not offer their homes for foster care: they are afraid giving the dog up will hurt too much. However, it's a hard truth, but without enough foster homes, we cannot rescue and save these dogs: they will die in the shelters if we don't have space for them in our program. It helps to think of your foster dog as your neighbor's dog that you are keeping during a vacation. Sure, you like him and will take really good care of him, but when your neighbor gets home, you will give the dog back!  Some of us think of ourselves as the rescued dog's 'aunt' or 'uncle,' a loving guardian for the dog on his or her way to a permanent home.  This is a dog that ultimately belongs to someone else, who is in our care for only a short time. When you give him or her up, it will be to a 'forever home' that this dog has been waiting for--and you will be opening a space for the next rescue that needs you so desperately. There is ALWAYS another rescue dog.  But, also, after many years of fostering, your fellow volunteers can assure you there is nothing quite as moving as seeing your beloved foster dog happy, healthy, loved, and cherished by the forever home that really wanted him or her and in some cases really needed your dog. It's contagious, and we hope you will be hooked on fostering, too.

"What if I don't think I have enough room for a foster dog?" -- Our rescues are generally small, take up very little space, and will only be with you for as long as they are welcome. You might be surprised by how quickly they work themselves into the family situation and your hearts: all they really need is a small space to recuperate for a few days or weeks until they are ready for their forever homes, and they are touchingly grateful.

[image: image4.wmf]"What if I'm afraid my foster dog who is ill might die?" -- We ease new foster homes into fostering very gradually and never give a heartworm patient or other very sick or injured dog to a home until they feel ready to take on that responsibility. To be honest, though, we can tell you that if you foster long enough, you may very well eventually lose a foster even with all our efforts to save him or her. Tragically, most of us who have fostered for a long time have gone through the pain of loss because, after all, most rescues are in the program because they have been neglected, abandoned, and abused: and that includes previous owners not giving them heartworm pills or other medical care. The illness is not the dog's fault, and sometimes the weeks or months he or she is with us are the only medical care, peace, and love the rescued dog has ever known. We have held them in our arms when they crossed over and wept tears for them. It happens. But in every case, if we hadn't intervened, the dogs would have had a far worse experience, dying on a cold steel table at the end of a needle in an overworked shelter putting down dozens of animals every day, or alone, frightened, and sick on the streets. The dogs we do lose in our program knew we loved them and did the best we could for them; and we are humbled by their sweetness and understanding even as they cross over. It is, in fact, a very humbling experience, and we're never sorry we tried to help these dogs. However, it's also important to remember that through loving foster care and the best medical care available, we save over 90% of even the sickest dogs.  Most of your fosters are not only going to make it, but are going to thrive, become unbelievably gorgeous, go on to a wonderful new life, and make you very proud.



Other Things You Need to Know
If you have a problem or a question, call SCR Coordinators!  If the dog bites someone, you must call SCR Coordinators and report this immediately. Though some biting is fear biting and can be corrected, no dog will be allowed to remain in the program if he has become dangerously aggressive. If the dog escapes the fence, fights with other dogs, won't leave your cat alone, or has other behavior problems, we need to know this. We will likely be able to help with management or training suggestions, and will take these facts into consideration when screening potential adoptive homes for the dog. *If your dog should get loose, immediately contact a SCR coordinator and post a message on the SCR Yahoo group. We will help you find the dog.

When your foster dog arrives, SCR Coordinators will tell you everything they know about the dog and the dog's history. The dog will have a collar and tags, which shall remain on the dog at all times (except during bathing). The dog will be vaccinated and neutered (or scheduled for these needs); any health problems will be fully discussed. The Coordinators will keep in touch with the foster home through E-mail and by phone; we need occasional updates on the dog's progress, so the foster home would need to be available to exchange information with the Coordinators every week. Foster homes need to administer prescription medications and HW preventative (provided by SCR), crate a dog going through heartworm treatment, follow all veterinarian directions, and alert SCR officials of any medical emergencies.  

SCR Coordinators are the only persons who can approve a permanent home for your foster dog. If you have a family member or friend interested in adoption, or you meet a potential adopter, by all means, encourage him or her to apply and provide him or her with the phone number and/or web site, explaining that in addition to completing the adoption application, the prospective home must arrange for a home check by one of our volunteers and an in-home visit with the dog. Please contact SCR
 and give us that person's phone number. You must not promise or place a dog yourself. SCR must screen the applicant and interview all potential homes, and has the paperwork necessary to finalize all adoptions. Foster homes give our dogs the love and renewed trust they need to move on to their new homes with confidence. We appreciate the work our fosters do more than can ever be satisfactorily expressed. In return, we appreciate our foster homes' trust in us as well: the coordinators are extremely careful in our adoption procedures, and though we welcome our foster homes' love for and concerned interest in and suggestions about our dogs, because we are a charitable organization overseen by the [image: image5.wmf]IRS and health organizations, the coordinators make the final decisions about the actual adoptions of our programs' dogs.  


SCR Coordinators are the only persons who can accept a dog into the program. If you learn of a dog in need of rescue, please notify us as soon as possible with the information, and we will take steps to work with you to bring the dog into the program. Because we are responsible to our donors, dogs, and program welfare, SCR Coordinators are the only persons who make medical decisions for program dogs. In an emergency, foster homes take their dogs to a clinic, but must call or e-mail the coordinators so we can work with you and the clinic during the dog's distress.

We deeply appreciate your concern for our rescues, and your willingness to become involved with foster care. Thank you for opening your heart and your home to our little ones! (
COORDINATOR CONTACT NUMBERS

Michelle Bynum

512-797-2076

Danielle Schleman

512-699-7244

Julia Zimmerman

512-944-8364
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Food Dangers for Dogs

While dogs can eat some of the same foods that we do, there are many they should not eat. Some common foods you may have around your house could kill your dog in the right amount. 

 *If your dog has ingested any of these foods, seek veterinary help immediately…


Grapes and Raisins: Grapes and raisins can cause kidney failure in dogs. As little as a single serving of raisins can kill a dog.


Onions: Onions destroy red blood cells and can cause anemia. 


Chocolate: Chocolate can cause seizures, coma and death. Baker’s chocolate is the most dangerous. A dog can consume milk chocolate and appear to be fine because it is not as concentrated, but it is still dangerous. 


Coffee, Coffee grounds, tea and tea bags: Drinks/foods containing caffeine cause many of the same symptoms chocolate cause.


Macadamia Nuts: Macadamia nuts can cause weakness, muscle tremor and paralysis. 
Animal fat and fried foods: Excessive fat can cause pancreatitis.

 
Bones: Bones can splinter and damage a dog’s internal organs. 


Tomatoes: Tomatoes can cause tremors and heart arrhythmias. Tomato plants and the most toxic, but tomatoes themselves are also unsafe.


Avocados: The fruit, pit and plant are all toxic. They can cause difficulty breathing and fluid accumulation in the chest, abdomen and heart.

 
Nutmeg: Nutmeg can cause tremors, seizures and death

 
Apples, Cherries, Peaches and similar fruit: The seeds of these fruits contain cyanide, which is poisonous to dogs as well as humans. Unlike humans, dogs do not know to stop eating at the core/pit and easily ingest them. 


Raw eggs: Raw eggs can cause salmonella poisoning in dogs. Dogs have a shorter digestive tract than humans and are not as likely to suffer from food poisoning, but it is still possible. 


Salt: Excessive salt intake can cause kidney problems. 


Food that most dogs can eat: 
Some “human” foods are good for dogs. Most of these are healthier than the boxed treats you buy in the grocery store. . This is just a small list of examples of foods dogs can eat, not a list of every food they should eat. Dogs won’t necessarily get all the nutrients they need if they eat these foods exclusively, so check with your veterinarian if you are interested in feeding your dog a home cooked diet. Any food that causes stomach upsets or digestive problems in your dogs should be avoided. Like people, some dogs cannot tolerate certain foods. 

Meats:
Meats should be boneless and it’s best if the skin is removed. I don’t consider raw meat a good idea because of the small risk of food poisoning and parasites. 
Skinless, boneless chicken breast
Skinless, boneless turkey breast
Boneless fish

Vegetables:
Dogs have shorter digestive tracts than humans and cannot digest most vegetables whole or in large chunks. It’s best to put them through a food processor before giving them to your dog.
Carrots 
Green Beans
Lettuce
Potatoes
Yams

Grains:
Grains should not be given in large amounts or make up a large part of a dog’s diet, but these foods are generally safe in small amounts:
Rice 
Bread 

Dairy products
Use caution with dairy products as they are high in fat and can cause pancreatitis, gas and diarrhea. Usually, nonfat plain yogurt is safe in small amounts.
Suggested Foods/Treats:

One of the most important things to consider when caring for a petite dog is DIET. Small dogs have extremely sensitive stomachs. Little things you might not have thought about, such as bite of lunchmeat here and there can cause serious health problems such as pancreatitis. 

[image: image10.wmf][image: image11.wmf][image: image12.wmf]There are many quality foods available at Petsmart and Petco. Among the Premium and Super-premium foods we recommend are:

· Pinnacle
· Nutro Natural Choice

· Nature’s Recipe

· Wellness

· Innova

· California Natural

· Bil-Jac

· Sensible Choice

If you do not live near a store that sells these brands, they can be ordered online. If you only have access to a grocery store, you can try Purina Beneful. The key factor in choosing a dog food is making sure the food has no added sugar or preservatives. 

*ALWAYS check the expiration date (we know of dogs that have developed bloody stools and stomach problems from rancid food. Dry dog food can go bad) 

*To save money, you may consider purchasing large bags and freeze the majority of the food (remove small amounts as needed).

[image: image13.wmf]Good “people” snacks include tiny carrots, broccoli, and bits of apple with no seeds. When it comes to treats made for dogs, steer away from “junk food” treats you might see at the grocery store such as Beggin’ Strips, Pup-Peroni, Snausages, Scooby Snacks, and other similar treats.

A great treat is Natural Balance Dog Food Rolls.

You cut these up & store them in the refrigerator.

Dogs absolutely LOVE them! 


For chewies, avoid pork treats such as Pig-ears and treats that are pork-flavored. Rawhide chips are acceptable, as well as compressed rawhide bones. Any of these can be purchased at your local pet store.

If you have a question about a particular food or treat, please ask! (
ANIMAL EMERGENCY HOSPITALS

Emergency Animal Hospital of NW Austin

North Branch

12034 Research Blvd. #8

Austin, TX 78759

331-6121

*Oak Knoll exit, past Dunkin Donuts, entrance in rear

Animal Emergency Hospital of Austin

4106 North Lamar

Austin, TX  78756

459-4336

Round Rock Branch

2000 N. Mays #112

Round Rock, TX 78664

671-6252

*I35, Hwy 79 exit, by Sherwin Williams Paint Store

Approved Vet Clinics

( Spicewood Springs Veterinary Clinic

4606 Spicewood Springs Rd

Austin, TX 78759

345-2727

( Animal Trustees of Austin

5129 Cameron Road

Austin, TX 78723

450-0111

( VCA Ben White Animal

2417 W. Ben White Blvd
Austin, TX  78704

444-7518
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